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Creating the Philatelic Exhibit Synopsis: A Master Class

La Posta Factoids
Reference Information at Your Fingertips

La Posta Factoids are pages with essential reference 
information available at your fingertips. The 8-1/2 x 11 inch, 
double-sided, laminated, and three-hole-punched pages can be 
kept on a desktop, in a folder, or in a notebook. 

La Posta Factoid #1 covers Statehood Dates. In addition 
to the territorial and statehood dates, information about 
formation history, statehood sequence, accepted state USPS 
and standard abbreviations, data related to the original 
13 colonies, Washington, D.C., the Confederate states and 
unrecognized states and territories, is included.

La Posta Factoid #2 is titled A U.S. Postal Alpha and Omega 
and includes a list of United States postal firsts (alpha) and lasts 
(omega) compiled from a wide variety of sources.

They are great for personal use or as gifts. The price is 
$3.95 each or $7 for the pair, plus $1.75 postage. 

To order, send a check payable to: La Posta Publications, POB 6074, Fredericksburg, VA 22403.

A U.S. Postal Alpha and Omega

1775 — Benjamin Franklin appointed first Postmaster   
 General by the Continental Congress 
1783 — October. First stagecoach mail service on upper   
 Boston Post Road (New York City to Boston)
1789 — Samuel Osgood appointed first Postmaster General  
 under the Constitution
1823 — Navigable waters designated post roads by Congress
1825 — Dead letter office established
1829 — Postmaster General joins the U.S. Cabinet
1838 — Railroads designated as post routes by Congress
1845 — Star routes established
1845 — July. First Postmasters’ Provisional stamp issued in  
 New York City
1847 — July 1. First U.S. postage stamps (5¢ Franklin and  
 10¢ Washington) issued 
1852 — Stamped envelopes introduced
1855 — Prepayment of postage required
1855 — July 1. Registered Mail established
1858 — Street letterboxes introduced
1860 — April 3. Pony Express began 18-month run between  
 Missouri and California
1861 — Oct. 26 Pony Express ends
1862 — Experimental railway mail service began
1862 — Aug. 21. First Postage Currency issued
1863 — Free city delivery began 
1863 — Uniform postage rates, regardless of distance,   
 established
1863 — Domestic mail divided into three classes
1864 — First Railway Post Office established
1864 — Post offices categorized by classes
1864 — Domestic money orders introduced
1865 — Sept. First Newspaper and Periodical stamps issued
1868 — First Scott Catalogue published by J.W. Scott
1869 — Foreign or international money orders introduced
1872 — Congress enacts Mail Fraud Statute
1872 — First Post Office Official Seal issued
1873 — May 12. First U.S. postal card issued 
1873 — July 1. First Official stamps issued
1874 — General Postal Union (now Universal Postal Union)  
 established 
1877 — Penalty franks authorized
1879 — Domestic mail divided into four classes
1879 — July 1. Use of postage due stamps initiated
1881 — First Telegraph stamp issued
1883 — Sept 3. First U.S. postal notes issued
1884 — July 5. Use of first Official stamps abolished

1885 — Oct. 1. Special Delivery service introduced
1885 — First Special Delivery stamps issued
1886 — Sept. 14. American Philatelic Association formed;   
 name changed to American Philatelic Society in 1908.
1887 — International parcel post introduced
1893 — First commemorative stamps issued for World’s   
 Columbian Exposition
1893 — First dollar denominated stamps issued
1894 — June 30. Last day of first U.S. Postal Notes
1894 — Earliest documented use of a “Called Out” auxiliary 
 marking
1896 — Experimental rural free delivery (R.F.D.) began
1898 — Private postcards authorized 
1900 — First booklet pane issued
1902 — Rural free delivery made permanent
1907 — International Reply Coupons introduced
1907 — First Christmas seal issued
1908 — First stamps issued in coiled rolls
1910 — Dec 22. First Postal Savings Official stamp issued
1911 — Jan. 1. Postal Savings System established
1911 — Jan. 3. First Postal Savings stamp issued
1911 — First sanctioned carriage of mail by airplane   
 sanctioned between Garden City and Minneola, N.Y.;  
 Earle H. Ovington, first U. S. mail pilot
1911 — Dec. 1. First, and only, registry stamp issued
1913 — March 28. Use of registry stamps abolished
1913 — Jan 1. Parcel Post service began 
1913 — Parcel Post Postage Due stamps issued
1913 — Insurance service first offered
1913 — Collect-on-delivery (COD) initiated
1914 — Sept. 23. Postal Savings Official stamp use 
 discontinued
1916 — Postal Inspectors solve last stagecoach robbery
1917 — Dec. 1. First War Savings stamp issued
1918 — Scheduled airmail service began
1918 —  May 14. First airmail stamps issued
1920 — Metered postage inaugurated
1920 — First transcontinental airmail flight
1923 — Sept. 1. First cacheted first day cover by George W. 
 Linn for two-cent Harding Memorial issue
1924 — Regular transcontinental airmail service begun
1925 — Special Handling service first offered and stamps 
 issued
1927 — Scheduled international airmail service began
1928 — Linn’s Weekly Stamp News founded by George W.   
 Linn

Following is a list of United States postal firsts (alpha) and lasts (omega) compiled from a wide variety of 
sources including the U.S. Postal Service and philatelic books and articles. Suggestions for other events for 
inclusion should be sent to: Editor, La Posta Publications, POB 6074, Fredericksburg, VA 22403.
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United States Statehood Dates

State   Joined Union 
  1. Delaware ..................... December 7, 1787
  2. Pennsylvania .............. December 12, 1787
  3. New Jersey .................. December 18, 1787
  4. Georgia ....................... January 2, 1788
  5. Connecticut ................ January 9, 1788
  6. Massachusetts ............ February 6, 1788
  7. Maryland .................... April 28, 1788
  8. South Carolina ........... May 23, 1788
  9. New Hampshire ......... June 21, 1788
10. Virginia ...................... June 26, 1788
11. New York .................... July 26, 1788
12. North Carolina .......... November 21, 1789
13. Rhode Island .............. May 29, 1790

State of Deseret: March 5, 1849-April 4, 1851
A provisional western state proposed by Brigham Young and the Mormon church on 
March 5. 1849. After Utah Territory was formed Sept. 9, 1850, with Brigham Young 
as its first governor, the General Assembly of Deseret, on April 4, 1851, passed a 
resolution dissolving the state, although a shadow government existed unitl 1872.
State of Franklin or Frankland: August 1784-December 1788
An unrecognized autonomous territory formed in August 1784 in the northeast 
corner of present-day Tennessee with plans to become the 14th state. When Congress 
did not admit it to the union, North Carolina reassumed control in December 1788.
Indian Territory: June 30, 1834-November 16, 1907
The region first called “Indian County” was established June 30, 1834. It never had 
a territorial government. With Oklahoma Territory, it became part of the state of 
Oklahoma on Nov. 16, 1907.
Jefferson Territory: October 24, 1859-February 28, 1861
An unrecognized territory created Oct. 24, 1859, from parts of five different western 
territories. When Colorado Territory was formed on Feb. 28, 1861, it ceased to exist.

Confederate States of America 
Chronological List of Dates of Secession and Admission to the Confederacy

and Dates of Readmission to the United States
State or Territory Date of Secession Date of CSA Admission Date Readmitted to U.S.
South Carolina ....................... December 20, 1860...........February 4, 1861 ..................... July 9, 1868
Mississippi .............................. January 9, 1861 ................February 4, 1861 ..................... February 23, 1870
Florida .................................... January 11, 1861 ..............February 4, 1861 ..................... June 25, 1868
Alabama .................................. January 11, 1861 ..............February 4, 1861 ..................... July 13, 1868
Georgia ................................... January 19, 1861 ..............February 4, 1861 ..................... July 15, 1870 (second date)
Louisiana ................................ January 26, 1861 ..............February 4, 1861 ..................... July 9, 1868
Texas ....................................... March 2, 1861 ...................March 5, 1861 ......................... March 30, 1870
Arizona Territory ................... March 16, 1861 .................February 14, 1862 ................... Not Applicable 
Virginia ................................... April 17, 1861 ...................May 7, 1861 ............................. January 26, 1870
Arkansas ................................. May 6, 1861 ......................May 18, 1861 ........................... June 22, 1868
North Carolina ....................... May 20, 1861 ....................May 27, 1861 ........................... July 4, 1868 
Missouri* ................................ October 31, 1861 ..............November 28, 1861 ................. Not Applicable
Tennessee ................................ June 8, 1861 ......................July 2, 1861 ............................. July 24, 1866
Kentucky* ............................... November 20, 1861 ..........December 10, 1861 ................. Not Applicable
Indian Nations ........................ Not Applicable .................March 15, 1861 ....................... Not Applicable
New Mexico Territory ............. Never Seceded ..................Never Joined the CSA ............. Not Applicable
*The Missouri secession vote and admission were symbolic because the Confederacy did not control any part of the 
state. Kentucky and Missouri, although represented on the 13-star Confederate flag, officially remained in the Union.
CSA secession and admission dates compiled by Patricia A. Kaufmann.

The Thirteen Original States Unofficial Territories and States

Washington, District of Columbia (DC), the U.S. capital district, was formed from 100 square miles of land donated by Maryland 
and Virginia. It was created by the Residence Act of 1790, signed into law July 16, 1790. It was officially organized by the Organic 
Act of February 27, 1801. The Virginia land was retroceded on July 9, 1846. 
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Creating the Philatelic Exhibit Synopsis: A 
Master Class by Andrew McFarlane. Silver Spring, 
Md.: Exhibitors Press, 2021. Perfect bound, 8.5 x 11 
inches, 114 pp. 

Available for $35 from Amazon.com or Andrew 
McFarlane, POB 669, Bartonsville, PA 18312, or 
visit www.ExhibitSynopsis.com.

While a number of books have been written about 
the best ways to prepare a philatelic exhibit, this is the 
first book to tackle an often overlooked and sometimes 
misunderstood element of the exhibit—the synopsis. 

The philatelic synopsis is a short document 
prepared by the exhibitor that is provided to the judges 
in advance of a stamp show to help them prepare to 
judge the exhibit. 

Author Andrew McFarlane notes that, “The most 
important pages of your exhibit aren’t in the frames,” 
and while that is a bit of a stretch, he has a point. 

The exhibit content is always the key to top awards 
but how that information is presented is just as critical.

Anyone competing for top awards had better have 
an outstanding exhibit synopsis and McFarlane has the 
exhibiting chops to show exhibitors what should, and 
should not, be included. He has been exhibiting at the 
national and international level since 2001 and has won 
seven APS World Series of Philately Grand awards and 
more than 50 gold medals for his first day cover and 
aerophilatelic exhibits, as well as giving presentations 
about philatelic exhibiting at major philatelic events.

Having judged several of his exhibits, I can state 
that his synopsis pages were always impeccable and his 
exhibits were always extremely well done. They easily 
serve as a guide for others to follow. I’m delighted that 
he has shared his insights in this book.

The synopsis allows exhibitors to highlight key 
items in their exhibit and explain the organization and 
intent. With exhibit page text space at a premium, the 
synopsis can help fill in additional content, context, 
and explanations.

The book begins with a section describing the 
synopsis, then provides an annotated synopsis, before 
moving to well-illustrated synopsis examples using 
McFarlane’s own exhibits and a final section about the 
nuts and bolts of producing the synopsis.

Appendix A includes a section about title pages 
to show that using a similar graphic identity can help 
judges to connect them to each other so that synopsis 
information may be recalled more easily. 

This book is strongly recommended for all 
exhibitors.

Peter Martin


